LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
ing urgent letters. Without adequate support from home,
English statesmen in Ireland, however upright and well-
intentioned, could do little.
Lord Redesdale returned to Dublin to find the Irish
Government engaged in a renewal of hostilities with Lord
Pelham regarding a Proclamation on the export of corn.
The Secretary of State either could not or would not realize
that Dublin Castle, though anxious to do everything to
help His Majesty's Government, could not take orders
from Whitehall. The difficulties that had arisen in March
over the same question had taught him nothing. The
Viceroy had been patient and tactful. He at once desired
Marsden to obtain information from merchants in Dublin
connected with the corn trade and the supply in the
country; he prepared a memorial, summoned a Council,
who interviewed experts and sent a report of the result
to Wickham in England. At the same time he complained
to Wickham of "Lord Pelham's unaccountable and stupid
perseverance in the absurdity of desiring me to enforce an
order issued under an Act of Parliament which was
professedly not intended to apply to Ireland."
The position in which the Lord Lieutenant was placed
exasperated the Chancellor, who considered that sufficient
forbearance had been shown to Lord Pelham, and he
wrote a trenchant letter on the subject to Lord Hardwicke.
"Ely Place,
18th May, 1803.
Private and Confidential.
My dear Lord,
Mr. Marsden has shewn me the Orders in Council and
Lord Pelham's Letters. I am persuaded your Excellency
must make a stand; and it seems to me that in the present
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